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Research Ireland Public Service Fellowship 2026

Name of Governmental Department or Agency 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

Title of the Project  
Measuring the incidence and distribution of energy programmes’ social costs and benefits
  
Description of the Project 
This research fellowship is centred on utilising SEAI datasets, as well as progressing efforts to obtain new datasets, in order to better understand how programmes’ positive, as well as potentially negative, impacts are distributed across the Irish population, and to understand the drivers behind uptake or lack of uptake across different socio-economic dimensions through a micro-economic lens. 

Project Scope
The project scope has some flexibility to respond to the applicant’s capabilities and research interests. However, some themes that are priorities include: 
· How do SEAI’s private grant programmes interact with private consumer choice to realise consumer surpluses – in other words, a quantification of the benefit recipients receive from having the option of the grant, compared to its absence?  
· How are those consumer surpluses distributed across different levels ability to pay and other socio-economic dimensions? 
· What implications does this have for the current levels of grant support? 
· What is the degree of complementarity vs. intersectionality in SEAI’s private grant programmes, and what consequences do these have for the distribution of overall consumer welfare of the programmes? This includes research into underserved demographics. 
· Are there key interactions between SEAI programmes and other government policies and programmes that either undermine or enhance the impacts of those programmes? 

The scope may include both existing data resources at SEAI and the acquisition of new data resources through the design and implementation of one or more questionnaires. 

Skills/Expertise Required 
· Expertise in economic theory and econometric modelling 
· Some experience with energy policy and with distributional theory is desirable.  

Expected Outputs of Project 
Outputs of the research topic will be expected to include both scientific outputs in the form of peer-reviewed publication and conference presentation, and policy outputs such as briefs on main findings, with key stakeholders such as relevant government departments as an audience. The aim is for the research to lead to actionable recommendations for current and future energy programmes. 

Working Arrangements
Location: Dublin

Fellows will be based in the Data & Insights department, Energy Policy & Programme Evaluation Unit at SEAI, based at Three Park Place, Hatch Street Upper. A hybrid working policy is in place with SEAI staff in the office at least 2 days per week. 

Project duration and expected commitment
 12 months full time or 24 months part-time 

Project lead
Joel Franklin, Data & Insights department, Energy Policy & Programme Evaluation Unit
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