[image: ]
[image: A logo with blue and green text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Research Ireland Public Service Fellowship 2026

Name of Governmental Department or Agency 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland

Title of the Project  
Effective methods for communicating energy consumption and carbon emissions

Description of the Project 
Many different documents and other communications involve conveying quantities of energy consumption and carbon emissions, often attempting to motivate behaviour change by presenting potential associated savings (e.g. Building Energy Rating certificates, utility bills, energy saving tips). It is generally acknowledged that standard scientific units (e.g. kWh, kgCO2) are poorly understood and usually too abstract to induce behaviour change. Percentage changes can sometimes help to contextualise savings but may not be well understood by those with lower numeracy. Many alternatives have been used that try and make these quantities more tangible (e.g. equivalent to boiling a full kettle X times, equivalent to planting X trees, equivalent to avoiding X flights a year) but evidence is lacking on the benefit of such approaches and which are most effective in different contexts. The aim of this project is to provide more robust evidence in this area that can be used in future communications. 

Project Scope
The project will consist of three stages.
The first will involve first reviewing the existing literature on the topic to draw up a list of best candidate formats/methods of communicating quantities of energy and associated carbon emissions, as well as means by which to test their effectiveness. Attention should also be given to mapping the different contexts in which such information might be communicated and the associated goals in each case.
The second stage will involve running an online experiment to test the effectiveness of these candidate methods with a nationally representative Irish sample. This will involve designing, coding the experiment and analysing the resulting data. The Behavioural Economics Unit budget can cover costs associated with running the experiment (e.g. participant recruitment).
The final stage of the project will be to write up the findings and disseminate the results to relevant stakeholders.

Skills/Expertise Required 
· Knowledge of behavioural science theory & research principles
· Ability to design and code online experiments
· Experience working on energy-related topics beneficial but not required

Expected Outputs of Project 
· A detailed scientific paper/report.
· A short plain English summary or policy brief 
· Presentation(s) to relevant internal and external stakeholders.

Working Arrangements
Location: Dublin

Fellows will be based in the Data & Insights department, Behavioural Economics Unit at SEAI, based at Three Park Place, Hatch Street Upper. A hybrid working policy is in place with SEAI staff in the office at least 2 days per week.

Project Duration and Expected Commitment
12 months Full-time

Project Lead
Hannah Julienne, Programme Manager – Behavioural Economics
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