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Call for Projects: International Joint Initiative for Research Harnessing Disruptive Technologies to Address Global Challenges

National Annex: Ireland
Details of the call and the application process are provided via the homepage of the coordinating funding agency (Social Science and Humanities Research Council, SSHRC): 2026 International Joint Initiative for Research Harnessing Disruptive Technologies to Address Global Challenges, IIDTAC (sshrc-crsh.gc.ca). 
Eligible Institutions: Only an academic partner based in an eligible Irish Host Research body may apply for Research Ireland funding. Please refer to Research Ireland’s Policies and Guidance for the list of eligible Research Performing Organisations: Eligible Research Bodies.

Note that narrative Curricula Vitae must be submitted on the Convergence portal at NOI stage; and institutional Letter of Support must be submitted on the Convergence portal at LOI stage (see sections below) for determining applicant eligibility. 

Eligible Applicants
The Irish Co-PI must have held a PhD or equivalent qualification for at least three years at proposal submission. The official date of a PhD is defined as the year that the degree was conferred (i.e., the year printed on the official PhD certificate). The number of years is determined by calendar year. Details on Research Ireland’s PhD equivalence policy can be found on the Research Ireland website. 
The Irish Co-PI must be a member of academic staff in a Research Ireland Eligible Research Body, and hold either a permanent contract or a contract that covers the period of the grant, 
or
An independent contract researcher with a signed contract in place on the date of proposal submission. This contract must cover the period of the grant, and the contract researcher must be recognised by the Research Body as an independent investigator and have an independent office and (if applicable) research space at the host Research Body for which the researcher will be fully responsible for at least the duration of the grant, 
or
An individual who will be recognised by the Research Body upon receipt of the grant as a member of academic staff or as an independent contract researcher as defined above. The PI does not necessarily need to be employed by the Research Body at the time of proposal submission but must be recognised by the Research Body as an independent investigator and have an independent office and (if applicable) research space at the host Research Body for which the researcher will be fully responsible for at least the duration of the grant. 
Please refer to the Research Ireland call webpage for more information on eligibility criteria. Please note that Research Ireland may contact applicants directly to confirm eligibility post submission. 

Curricula Vitae 
Research Ireland is a signatory of the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA)[footnoteRef:2] and, as such, is aligning its review and evaluation processes with DORA principles.  Research Ireland has reinforced its commitment to the core principles by joining DORA as a member[footnoteRef:3]. To this end, all types of research output are recognised, and Research Ireland is committed to assessing the quality and impact of research through means other than journal-based indicators/metrics and research performance-based indicators/metrics such as impact factors and H-index. In the spirit of supporting open research and as a signatory to Ireland’s National Action Plan for Open Research 2022-2030[footnoteRef:4] and a signatory of Plan S[footnoteRef:5], Research Ireland will also consider a commitment to making data and other types of research open and accessible. To complement these activities and further reinforce Research Ireland’s commitment to the overarching objectives of the Narrative CV, Research Ireland is a signatory to the Agreement on Reforming Research Assessment[footnoteRef:6] and is a member of the Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (CoARA)[footnoteRef:7]. [2:  https://sfdora.org/read/ ]  [3:  Contributor level membership]  [4: 3 National Action Plan | National Open Research Forum (norf.ie)]  [5:  https://www.coalition-s.org/]  [6:  https://coara.eu/app/uploads/2022/09/2022_07_19_rra_agreement_final.pdf]  [7:  https://coara.eu/] 

A CV of the Co-PI, using the template provided in the Downloads section of the call webpage, must be completed and uploaded (max. 5 pages) on the Convergence Portal at the NOI stage. Applicants may wish to upload an updated CV (optional) at the LOI stage. The current template allows for the provision of additional information such as periods of leave from research if relevant. Please consult the Guidance for Applicants on the Narrative CV and FAQs for resources to help you prepare your Narrative CV. Also, reference to metrics such as journal impact factor, H-index and total number of publications are not permitted. If these metrics are included, they will be redacted prior to expert review.

Letter of Support
A letter of support from the Host Research Body of the Co-PI must be completed and uploaded (max. 2 pages) on the Convergence Portal at the LOI stage. The Letter of Support should detail the employment status of the Co-PI, including how the Co-PI meets all general eligibility and consortium requirements as outlined in the Call Overview Document, and detail the infrastructure, services and research environment available to the applicant as relevant for the proposal. Also note that the Host Research Body Letter of Support should contain a description of the institutional policy regarding management of conflicts of interest.

Eligible costs
Applicants can request up to a maximum of €500,000 in total direct costs. 
The costs eligible for grant support by Research Ireland under the IIDTAC call are those costs which can, uniquely and unambiguously, be identified with the ROI component of the proposed research project. Research Ireland Co-PIs must give details of all relevant costs, including staff, equipment, materials and travel. Contributions to the salary of the Co-PI are not eligible costs. Requests for equipment should be very carefully considered, and justification should be provided.
Ensure that the final total provided includes all costs requested from Research Ireland. All grants are made directly to the designated lead institution for the Research Ireland Co-PI.  Direct costs only should be included in the requested Research Ireland budget. In addition to direct costs, Research Ireland also makes an indirect or overhead contribution to the host Research Body, which is reflected as a percentage of the direct costs (excluding equipment). Overheads are payable as a contribution to the Research Body for the indirect costs of hosting Research Ireland funded research programmes and are intended to enable the Research Body to develop internationally competitive research infrastructure and support services. Research Ireland Co-PIs should consult the website for more information on the Research Ireland Grant Budget Policy (GBP).
Additional eligibility criteria: 
· Only one partner within the proposal may request funding from Research Ireland.
· An individual PI may only submit one project proposal to Research Ireland.  

Research Ireland’s Policies and Positions 
In addition to complying with the Grant terms and Conditions, applicants are expected to be familiar and consult with Research Ireland policies/positions and with all relevant national policies when preparing their application. A non-exhaustive list of relevant policies is included below.  
· Animal Usage 
· Research Integrity 
· Maternity, Paternity, and Adoptive Leave 
· Disability Policy 
· Appeals Process 
· Child Protection 
· Data Protection Policy 
· Open Research 
· Grant Budget Policy  
Please note that some policies are being updated to reflect the expanded remit of Research Ireland and in the interim, the legacy policies Science Foundation Ireland should be followed and can be found here. 

State Aid 
Applicants are advised that funding awarded by Research Ireland under the International Joint Initiative for Research Harnessing Disruptive Technologies to Address Global Challenges will be subject to, and must comply with, State aid rules and the conditions of the EU Commission General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER). Funding will be awarded to successful applicants under Article 25, in respect of aid for research and development projects. For further details please consult: Taighde Éireann Research Ireland Research and Innovation Scheme 2021-2026.
Useful links: Following call launch, please visit Research Ireland’s dedicated call webpage at Funding - Research Ireland. 

For more information, please contact:
Maysoun Mustafa
Research Ireland
challenges@researchireland.ie
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