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Webinar Information

This webinar consists of a PowerPoint presentation with voiceover (1-way!)

The presentation will outline the programme, review process, and application process for Stage 1 -
Expression of Interest (Eol)

The presentation will be followed by a Q&A, with questions to be submitted by attendees

You may submit questions by typing them in the Q&A box on your Zoom screen — please try to be
concise

Lhe webinar will be made available on the Research Ireland Investigators Call website in the following
ays
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Presentation Format

* Programme Overview
* Application Process

* Review Process

* Q&A
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Research Ireland Investigators Programme 2025

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
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Programme Overview
* New flagship initiative
 Supportsresearch and innovation in all disciplines

* Opento all career stages for independent investigators

 Developed from the SFI Frontiers for the Future and IRC Laureate
Programmes

 Two stage review Process — Stage 1 - Expression of Interest (Eol)

Eol Stage Timeline

Programme Launch July 30" 2025
Submissions Deadline September 17" 2025 - 13:00 Dublin local time
Outcome Notification December 2025 - January 2026*

*Projected Date
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Indicative Timeline

Stage 1: Expression of Interest (Eol): Application Deadline - September 17t 2025

Stage 2: Full Proposal

Proposal
Submission

Stage 1 - Eol

July 2025 - December 2025

Full
Proposal
Submission

Eligibility
Checks

Eligibility

i Triage
Eol Review g Checks

Ineligible

proposals

withdrawn
without review

Ineligible

proposals

withdrawn
without review

Proposals
Declined

Stage 2 - Full Proposal

January 2026 - December 2026

Full
Proposal Triage
Review

Final Funding
Decision

Applicant
Response

Panel

Review
Proposals
Declined
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Programme Objectives

* To enable excellent researchers to undertake cutting-edge research to push the
boundaries of knowledge

e To facilitate training and development across all research disciplines, including for
PhD and postdoctoral researchers

e To increase Ireland’s capacity and reputation, and those of its research-performing
institutions, for excellent research across all disciplines

e To support Ireland-based researchers, at all career stages, to leverage success in
European and international funding programmes, including the European Research
Council

e To retain and attract excellent research talent to Ireland

e To support partnerships that further enhance the opportunities for researchers to
conduct collaborative research

e To support innovation in the Irish research system, and promote impact across the
social, cultural, economic and environmental domains



;i Taighde lI%ireclmnCI 9
Research Irelan
Important Documents (Stage 1)

Call Document: Stage 1 EOl Handbook:

Investigators 2025 Y Taighde Eireann
Research Ireland

Call for Submission of ProPosaIs Research Ireland Investigators Programme:

Stage 1 - Expression of Interest (Eol) Application

KeyBates Handbook

Call launch: July 30*" 2025

Expression of Interest submission: September 17t 2025 - 13.00 Dublin local time Eol Stage Timeline
Full Proposal submission: January 2026 - TBC

Programme Launch July 30" 2025
Submissions Deadline September 17 2025 - 13:00 Dublin local time

Outcome Notification December 2025 - January 2026*
*Projected Date

Terms of Reference

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of this document, it is provided Eol Proposal Checklist
for |nformaft|on purposes only and as a guide to expected dew.slopments. It |:=. not intended, and should This Eol proposal checklist is provided as a summary guide for applicants. However, please read
not be relied upon, as any form of warranty, representation, undertaking, contractual, or other this entire handbook and call document carefully.

commitment binding in law upon Taighde Eireann | Research Ireland (“Research Ireland”), the

Government of Ireland, or any of their respective servants or agents. Research Ireland Grant
Conditions (to include General Terms and Conditions and Letters of Offer) shall govern the

dmini y f h land d d h lusi f thi d h | Section Description Requirements
administration of Research Ireland Grants and awards to the exclusion of this and any other oral, PSS IS Title Up to 30 words
written, or recorded statement. All responses to this Call for Submission of Proposals will be treated Duration of Award 48 Months (only)
in confidence and no information contained therein will be communicated to any third party without Research Alignment Primary Research Area Select from list
the written permission of the applicant except insofar as is specifically required for the consideration Secondary Research Area Select from list
and evaluation of the proposal or as may be required under law, including the Research and Innovation Lead Applicant Details Complete méﬂfdatDn;ASESAME Profile | Mandatory Prﬂfiledfields marked in
Act 2024 and the Freedom of Information Acts 1997, (Amendment) 2023 and 2014. information re

ORCID D Link SESAME profile to ORCID iD

Available on Programme Website
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Research Ireland Investigators Programme 2025

APPLICATION PROCESS - STAGE 1
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APPLICATION PROCESS - STAGE 1

What will you need to apply?

A Profile on SESAME:
* Both Lead and Co-Applicants

 Keywords, Research and Lay abstracts

* Research ldea document (Max. 1 page)

* Research Plan document (Max. 3 pages)

* References document (Max. 1 page)

* Endorsement by an Eligible Research Body
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APPLICATION PROCESS - STAGE 1

Eligibility
 Applicants must be Independent investigators.
 Postdoctoral researchers are not eligible to apply to this call

* Applicants must be hosted by a Research Ireland Eligible Research Body.
* Website available

 Applicants must have held a PhD or equivalent qualification for at
least three years at proposal submission.

* Must have a permanent contract or contract of sufficient duration or
guarantee of sufficient contract if successful.

 Details on contract expectations on Who Can Apply website



E ligi b i lity contd.

Co-Applicants
« Maximum of ONE Co-Applicant per application

* Hold all eligibility criteria and responsibilities of Lead Applicants
* |Independence
* Contract eligibility
* Placed at an Eligible Research Body

e On SESAME only Lead or Co-Applicant can edit a proposal at one time.
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APPLICATION PROCESS - STAGE 1

E ligi b i lity contd.

If you have an existing IRC, SFl or Research Ireland grant see section 3.6.3 of the call
document.

If you are on a Research Ireland Frontiers for the Future Progamme, or COALESCE
scheme Reserve List, you are eligible to apply.

You may not apply if you are under review for the Research Professorship or Global
Talent Ireland Programme.

If you have another application under review which has significant research overlap
with your Investigators application, you may be made ineligible.

You may only apply for ONE Investigators Programme application.

Please review the Call Document and Handbook carefully for further details.



Eligi bility contd.

* Emerging Investigators (Stage 2 ONLY)

e Have not held an SFI/IRC/Research Ireland award >€500K OR

* Have taken a period of eligible leave from research (see section 3.5 of
the Call Document)

* Will have weighting increased on Research Programme (see section 3.2 of
the Call Document)

* Els cannot have a Co-Applicant— Consider at Stage 1

* Teaching Buyout (Stage 2 ONLY)
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APPLICATION PROCESS -STAGE 1

Applying on SESAME

* You must have a SESAME Profile — assigned by Research Office
* Complete Mandatory Fields

* You must select a stream to be reviewed in:
* Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (AHSS) or
* Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)

* You will select the Primary and Secondary Research areas which best
align to your application

 Keywords
* Research/Lay abstracts
* Research Plan



;i Taighde Eire(imnd 17
Research Irelan
APPLICATION PROCESS -STAGE 1

Programme Documents

Research Idea (Max. 1 Page)
 Question(s)
* Importance/significance of question(s)
* Originality/novelty of question(s)
* Where question(s) fitin the research area

Research Plan (Max. 3 Pages)
* Brief plan to address questions; key aims and objectives/work packages
 Key methods/approaches
 Background information, SolA, preliminary data etc.
* |mages, figures, charts, tables etc.

References ( Max. 1 Page)

Formatting — see P2/3 Handbook



Programme Document Considerations

* Please consider this will be reviewed by generalist reviewers

e Personal or Institutional information will not be sent to reviewers
* Will not see these on PDF of your application

* No unsolicited documentation (CVs, Budgets, Letters of Support etc.)
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Research Ireland Investigators Programme 2025

REVIEW PROCESS - Eol APPLICATION
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REVIEW PROCESS

Eol Review

* Eol Applications reviewed by 2 international peer reviewers
* Generalist Reviewers
* Assigned by Research Areas, Keywords, Abstracts, Research Plans etc.

*  Will review Research Idea and Research Plan

Review Criteria Description Weighting
Reviewers will assess clarity,
importance/significance, and originality/novelty of
Research Idea the question(s). If gaps in knowledge are being 50%
addressed and if the research area is well
understood.

Reviewers will assess the clarity, importance,

originality/novelty of the research aims; clarity,
novelty, effectiveness of the research design;

Research Plan quality, novelty and appropriateness of
methods/approach. Reviewers will also consider

whether aims are feasible based on the proposed

objectives and approach.

50%

100%
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REVIEW PROCESS

Eol Review

* Reviewers will score both Research Idea and
Research Plan out of 5 - see Appendix A
(Stage 1 Handbook) Review Typs Eol Review (irtual pane review
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Review Questions Questions pertaining to the Research Idea
Please use your judgement to assess the Research ldea of the proposal. Please
consider and comment on the following: Clarity of the question(s),
importance/significance of the guestion(s), originality/novelty of the question(s),

* Reviewers will also provide a progression gaps n knowledge tha are being addressed, understandingof the research area.
recom mendation ba Sed O n Stre ngth Of Please use this assessment to provide one overall score based on the quality of

the applicant(s) Research Idea. Please ensure that this score shows clear
R h I d d R h P l alignment to your comments. Half scores are permitted.
ese a rC e a a n ese a rC a n * 1= The question is not clear, the topic addressed is unlikely to be of
importance/significance, the applicant has poor understanding of the
research area.
* 2 =The question lacks some clarity, the topic addressed lack some
importance/significance, the applicant has very little understanding of
the research area.

[ ] Ap p li Cati O n S Wi ll be ra n ked if both re Vie We rS * 3 =The guestion is mostly clear, the proposal addresses moderately

important/significant  topic, the applicant has reasonable

1 understanding of the research area.
re C O m m e n d p rogre SS I O n e 4 = The question is clear, the proposal addresses an

important/significant topic, the applicant understands the research
areavery well.

* Applications will not be considered for Stage BT G e B s Tl e O

important/significant topic, the applicant strongly understands the

2 if one or more reviewers does not
recommend progression
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Ranking of Proposals

* Applications recommended by both reviewers to progress will be Ranked
* The Ranking list will weight scores and round to the nearest 0.25 point.

* Potential Tiebreakers:
* Applications from members of historically underserved communities
* Provisional Ranking recommendations
* Lottery/randomised number

* Additional Review/Oversight where needed

* Progression number to be determined based on results of Stage 1
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