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Terms of Reference
Through this Industry Collaboration Form (ICF), the Funders are seeking to verify ex-ante (i.e., upfront) that each project funded under the Co-Centre Grant that involves collaboration with an industry partner[footnoteRef:2] or (enterprise)[footnoteRef:3] complies with the relevant provisions of Effective Collaboration under Section 2 of the European Commission’s Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation (the “EU R&D&I Framework”)  and the Subsidy Control Act 2022  by ensuring the project does not, directly or indirectly, give rise to the granting of State aid or a Subsidy and therefore is classified  as “No State aid” or ‘No Subsidy.’    [2:  An industry partner is commonly referred to under EU law as an “undertaking”.  The concept of an “undertaking” under EU competition rules is an entity that is engaged in an “economic activity” (offering a good or service on a market) regardless of its legal status or the way that it is financed. ]  [3:  An enterprise is defined in the Subsidy Control Act 2022 as (subject to subsections (2) and (3)) (a)a person who is engaged in an economic activity that entails offering goods or services on a market, to the extent that the person is engaged in such an activity, or (b)a group of persons under common ownership or common control which is engaged in an economic activity that entails offering goods or services on a market, to the extent that the group is engaged in such an activity, within this document industry partner has the same meaning as an enterprise.
] 

Please note that when the Co-Centres call was launched in 2023 the UK guidance on subsidy control was yet to be finalised so in the Call document and grant conditions it was outlined that where the grant holder collaborates on a research activity with an industry partner they must do so in compliance with the conditions of ‘effective collaboration’ in accordance with section 2 of the EU R&D&I Framework.  This requirement still applies for a Co-Centre, which receives grant funding from the Irish State (i.e., Taighde Éireann; the Irish Department of Further and Higher Education, Research Innovation and Science; etc.) and  grant holders, who receive grant funding from the UK (i.e., UKRI; DAERA) and  which may have an effect on the trade in goods or wholesale electricity between Northern Ireland and the EU such that they  fall within the scope of Article 10 of The Windsor Framework. However, as the term “effective collaboration” is not explicitly used in the UK Subsidy Control Act 2022, in the Industry Collaboration Form for UK grant holders we will use the term ‘No Subsidy’.  UK grant  holders will now be expected to evidence in the form that your grant is ‘No Subsidy’ as it does not meet the definition of a Subsidy contained within the Subsidy Control Act 2022 Part 1 and would fail the ‘four limbs’ test as per the Statutory Guidance for the United Kingdom Subsidy Control Regime (the “UK Statutory Guidance”). 
This form should be completed by Grant recipients, in conjunction with their Research Office/Technology Transfer Office, for each collaborative research agreement (CRA) attributed to the Grant and counted against industry cost share targets. Funding leveraged through Collaborative Research Projects will only be counted against Co-Centre Cost Share where ICFs are signed on or before the date that the Collaborative Research (or Intellectual Property Rights) Agreement has been signed by all the relevant partner(s). 
[image: Image of cofunder logos including Research Ireland, UKRI, DAERA and DFHERIS]
Further information can be found here:  https://www.researchireland.ie/about/policies/state-aid/
Project Summary
Projects with industry and other commercial organisations are referred to as “Targeted Projects” in the Co-Centre Programme. Details here must subsequently align to details as per SESAME and the signed Collaborative Research Agreement (CRA). 
	Co-Centre

	Co-Centre Name
	

	Proposal ID
	



	Project Details

	Internal Ref #, as input on SESAME
	

	Project Title
	

	Expected Project Start Date
	

	Expected Project End Date
	

	Project Objectives (max. 200 words)
	



	Industry Partner / Organisation Contact Details

	Company Name
	

	Main Contact Name
	

	Job Title
	

	Company Address
	



	Sub-Centre
	Cost Share Contribution Category
	Currency
	Cost Share Contribution (Contract Currency)
	Exchange Rate*
	Cost Share Contribution (€)

	Research Ireland
	Funders Contribution
	
	
	
	

	
	Industry Cash 
	
	
	
	

	
	Industry In-Kind
	
	
	
	

	
	Direct Costs Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	DAERA
	Funders Contribution
	
	
	
	

	
	Industry Cash
	
	
	
	

	
	Industry In-Kind
	
	
	
	

	
	Direct Costs Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	UKRI
	Funders Contribution
	
	
	
	

	
	Industry Cash
	
	
	
	

	
	Industry In-Kind
	
	
	
	

	
	Direct Costs Subtotal
	
	
	
	



	Supporting Comments (Please add any other relevant details you may wish to include here)

	



Collaborative research project must be an ‘effective collaboration’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  In accordance with the Co-Centre Letters of Offer, the project must have the characteristics of an “effective collaboration” as set out in paragraph 28 of the EU R&D&I Framework and satisfy one of the conditions set out in paragraphs 29 and 30 (as appropriate) of the EU R&D&I Framework.  The UK legislation has since been updated and grant holders in the UK must now confirm the projects are classed as ‘No Subsidy’ in line with the Subsidy Control Act 2022. The applicant will be required to document and provide Research Ireland with appropriate evidence clearly demonstrating compliance with these requirements, both upfront and during the lifetime of the project.  Further details around this obligation will be provided in the Letter of Offer and in separate correspondence, as necessary, prior to the Grant being awarded.    ] 

With the following questions, the Funders are seeking to verify ex-ante (i.e., upfront) that each collaborative research project and associated Collaborative Research Agreement(s) (CRA) that will be entered into under the designated Co-Centre Grant will comply with the relevant provisions of The EU R&D&I Framework and the Subsidy Control Act 2022 concerning ‘No State Aid’ and ‘No Subsidy’ respectively. 
Therefore, projects are asked to complete the sections below to evidence compliance with the applicable legislation. For further guidance on what is required in response to each of these questions please find information here: State Aid - Research Ireland and here: Funding rules – UKRI.  These include links to the relevant legislation of the EU R&D&I Framework and Subsidy Control Act 2022. 
	Please confirm that the research project will involve at least two independent parties in pursuit of a common objective(s).  

	Insert Yes / No 

	Please describe the independent parties and the common objective(s). (max. 300 words)

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Please confirm that the research project will be based on the division of labour, in that the parties will jointly define the scope of the project, participate in its design and contribute to its implementation. 

	Insert Yes / No 

	Please describe how the research project will be based on the division of labour, in that the parties have jointly defined the scope of the project, participated in its design and will contribute to its implementation. (max. 300 words)

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Please confirm that the research project will involve the sharing of financial, technological, scientific and other risks between the parties. 

	Insert Yes / No 

	Please describe how the research project will involve the sharing of financial[footnoteRef:5], technological, scientific and other risks between the parties. (max. 300 words) [5:  Where the industry partner bears the full costs of the collaborative research project, this means that they are bearing the full financial risks, according to the EU R&D&I Framework (as set out in para 29(a)). The methodology for calculating the full costs of the research project should be based upon robust methodology and may be subject to audit. ] 


	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Please describe how the research project will comply with either: (a) one of the conditions set out in paragraph 29 of the EU R&D&I Framework or (b) section 15.35 of the UK Statutory Guidance.
Please note that that evidence of compliance may be required and as such the CRA may be requested and subject to audit.  (max. 300 words)] 

Please describe which of the below bullets pertain to your research project and how you will apply them[footnoteRef:6]: [6:  Evidencing compliance with section 15.35 of the UK Statutory Guidance and sections 29&30 of the EU R&D&I Framework. ] 

· Results that do not give rise to intellectual property rights may be widely disseminated
· Where any intellectual property rights arising from the project are allocated to the organisations involved in a manner which reflects their contributions
· Confirm the industry partner is paying the full cost of the project. 
· Confirm the research organisation will receive compensation equivalent to the market price for the intellectual property rights which result.


	

	Please confirm that the CRA (incorporating the above conditions) will be agreed by all parties and signed prior to the start of the research project.  

	Insert Yes / No
	Please confirm that the research project will not involve contract research or the provision of research services within the meaning of section 2.2.1 of the EU R&D&I Framework.

	Insert Yes / No

Signatures
Signatures below confirm acceptance and agreement that the project will be carried out in compliance with the relevant provisions of the EU R&D&I Framework concerning ‘effective collaboration’. Please complete as applicable, for example if only Research Ireland funding is leveraged, then the Research Ireland Sub-Centre table needs to be completed. 

· RESEARCH PROJECT LEAD: An approved (Co-)PI/FI, who meets the local signatory as per the Co-Centre (Interinstitutional Agreement (IIA), and directly manages the budget and deliverables associated with this project. 
· AUTHORISED INSTITUTIONAL SIGNATORY: Institutional representative, who has the authority to sign on behalf of the of the Research Body where the research is taking place, and as per the agreement under the IIA with the Host Research Body.
Signature & Date*Must be signed and dated before the CRA is signed. 






	Fields to be Completed (by each Sub-Centre as applicable)

	RESEARCH IRELAND
	Research Project Lead
	Name
	

	
	
	Research Body
	

	
	
	Academic Title
	

	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	Signature & Date*
	

	
	Authorised Institutional Signatory
	Name
	

	
	
	Research Body
	

	
	
	Academic Title
	

	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	Signature & Date*
	

	DAERA
	Research Project Lead
	Name
	

	
	
	Research Body
	

	
	
	Academic Title
	

	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	Signature & Date*
	

	
	Authorised Institutional Signatory
	Name
	

	
	
	Research Body
	

	
	
	Academic Title
	

	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	Signature & Date*
	

	UKRI
	Research Project Lead
	Name
	

	
	
	Research Body
	

	
	
	Academic Title
	

	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	Signature & Date*
	

	
	Authorised Institutional Signatory
	Name
	

	
	
	Research Body
	

	
	
	Academic Title
	

	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	Signature & Date*
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